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INTRODUCTION 


When a person faces a climate of fear, 
insecurity, and economic instability as much of 
South Africa is going through currently, it can 
lead to paranoia and irrational decisions. We try 
to secure our wealth and property with 
increasing desperation. 


One of the first good qualities that falls by the 
wayside is the act of spending in charity. In reality, 
this good deed actually helps to bring calm, security 
and economic stability. In this booklet we explore 
some of the ways that charity is the ideal safeguard 
against losing our fortunes. 


Umar radhiallahu anhu notes, “A person's good 
deeds compete with one another, and charity says, I 
amthe best of you.” (Kitab Asrar al Zakaat) 


Humanity across the spectrum acknowledges the 
benefits of charity: “It's easier to take than to give. 
It's nobler to give than to take. The thrill of taking 
lasts a day. The thrill of giving lasts a lifetime.” (Joan 
Marques) 


“No one is useless in this world who lightens the 
burdens of another.” (Charles Dickens) 


“He who has never denied himself for the sake of 
giving has but glanced at the joys of charity.” (Anne 
Swetchine) 


In this compilation, we have put together Hadith, 
sayings of the pious and general observations on 
the benefits of charity when times are tough. 
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Ol 


SATISFY YOUR 
SOUL 


40% of an individual's happiness stems 
from actions that we choose to do. 


Work on activities that result in eternal 
happiness, that bring a smile to the heart 
and not merely a smile to the face. Do 
meaningful work; take part in activities 
that help the less fortunate. 


“True enrichment does not come through 
possessing a lot of wealth, but true 
enrichment is the enrichment of the soul.” 


(Bukhari) 


Bob Holmes, in an article in the Reader's 
Digest of October 2004, states that money 
can buy a degree of happiness. But once you 
can afford to feed, clothe and house 
yourself, each extra rand makes less and 
less difference. 


In the past half-century, he wrote, average 
income has skyrocketed in industrialized 
countries, yet happiness levels have 
remained static. Once your basic needs are 
met, money rarely seems to boost 
happiness. 


There is a way in which money can buy 
happiness, though. Once a person spends 
money in helping others, this charity has 
positive effects on his own happiness: 


There is a Chinese saying that goes, “If you 
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want happiness for anhour,takea The Pro p het 
nap. If you want happiness for a 


day, go fishing. If you want sallallahu alaihi wa 
happiness for a year, inherit a . 

fortune. If you want happiness for sallam's saying 

a lifetime, help somebody.” For serves as 

centuries, philosophers have ‘ ; Pe 
suggested the same thing: Motivation, There 


Happiness is found in helping is a reward for 


others. : ar 
serving any living 

In a study on charitable giving ° ” ‘ 

using FMRI technology, when bei ng. (Bukhari) 

people donated to a worthy cause, 

the midbrain region of the brain lit 

up. This is the area of the brain 

that is responsible for our cravings and pleasure rewards, showing the 

link between charitable giving and pleasure. 


People who give money to charity tend to be happier and healthier 
than others, said Elizabeth Dunn, a psychology professor at the 
University of British Columbia in Canada. 


The Hadith deplores miserliness, “Two qualities are never combined 
ina believer: miserliness and bad character.” (Tirmidhi) 


“How excellent is the useful wealth ofa pious man!” (Al Adab al Mufrad) 


Muslims are trained to give. They are amongst the most charitable of 
communities wherever they settle. 


In addition, the health benefits of giving include reduced blood 
pressure, increased self-esteem, lessening of depression and lowering 
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of stress. It lengthens lives. 


“The true meaning of life is to plant trees, under whose shade you do 
not expect to sit.” (Nelson Henderson) 


“What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have 
done for others andthe world remains and is immortal.” (Albert Pike) 


Suhayb ibn Sinan radhiallahu anhu reported that the Prophet 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “The best of you are those who feed 
others.” (Ahmad) 


Acts of worship are enjoyed not just once but multiple times: a) when 


doing them, b) when recalling doing them, and c) when we get their 
reward. 
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Q2 


HELPING 
OTHERS TO 
HELP YOURSELF 


One of the secrets to gaining complete 
benefit from charity is to consider it of 
more value to the one spending. 


“Someone who gives charity should see 
himself as more in need of Allah Ta'ala's 
reward than a poor man in need of that 
charity. If he does not see this, then his act 
of charity is without value, and it will strike 
him in the face.” (Al Shabi quoted in Kitab 
Asrar al Zakaat) 


“The first person who benefits from an act 
of charity is the benefactor himself, by 
seeing the changes in himself and in his 
manners, by finding peace, by watching a 
smile form on the lips of another person.” 


(Aaidh Ibn Abdullah al Qarhi) 


“A person who understands the reality of 
charity will stop seeing himself as 
benefitting anyone but himself as he spends 
his wealth to show his love for Allah Ta'ala, 
to purify his soul, and to give thanks for the 
blessing of wealth, hoping through this that 
it may be increased. There can be no 
dealings between himself anda poor person 
unless he sees himself as the one deriving 
benefit.” (ImamGhazalirahimahullah) 


He explains further that it is the poor 
person who has done a favour to the rich 
for, by accepting the charity he has 
absolved the rich person from his 
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obligation towards Allah Ta'ala. The poor ultimately become a means 
of purification of the rich man's wealth and save him from the fire of 
Hell. 


Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma states that there is a 
type of person who can only be repaid by Allah Ta’ala, 
“This is a man who spent the night thinking about 
who to approach for help with a problem, thought me 
worthy and approached me.” (Shuab al Iman) 

Ibn al Qayyim rahimahullah remarked, “If the one giving charity knew 
that his charity falls in the hand of Allah Ta'ala before the hand of the 


poor, the delight of the one giving would be more than the delight of 
the one taking.” (Madarij al Salikeen) 


He also said, “In giving charity there are advantages and benefits that 
cannot be listed except by Allah Ta'ala. Among these is that it saves 
one from a bad death and repels affliction. It protects wealth and 
attracts sustenance and causes the heart to become delighted.” (Uddat 
al Saabireen) 
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OS 


HELP COMES 
THROUGH 
GIVING IN 
CHARITY 


Tough times force one to look for means 
of security and charity has that asset 
built in. 


Abu Huraira radhiallahu anhu reported 
that the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “Allah continues to fulfill the needs of 
the servant as long as he fulfills the needs of 
his brother.” (Al Mujamal Kabir) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
remarked to Sa'd radhiallahu anhu, “Are 
you not given support and provision due to 
your weak ones?” (Bukhari) 


Ibn Qayyim rahimahullah said, “Charity has 
a remarkable effect. It can even ward off 
difficulties from the sinful, the unjust and 
the disbeliever. (Al Wabil al Sayyib) 


Abu Darda radhiallahu anhu relates that he 
heard the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam say, “Look for me among the weak 
ones, for you are helped and provided for 
on account of the weak ones among you.” 
(Abu Dawood) 
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O4 


GIVING ISA 
DUTY 
ESPECIALLY 
DURING 
FINANCIAL 
INSTABILITY 


The divine system of this world is that no 
one lives and survives in isolation. We 
live as interdependent beings, leaning 
on some and lending support to others. 


Abu Huraira radhiallahu anhu reported 
that the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “No servant is given a blessing from 
Allah and He makes it abundant for him 
except He will appoint to him some portion 
from the needs of people. If he is irritated 
with them, he risks the disappearance of 
that blessing.” (Shuab al Iman) 


According to a Hadith, there are men whom 
Allah Ta'ala has created for the sole 
purpose of fulfilling people's needs and 
helping them in difficulties. Those men 
shall have no worries on the Day of 
Judgement and will have nothing to fear. 
(Fazaail Sadaqaat) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has 
said, “Allah Ta'ala has enjoined upon the 
rich to pay Zakaat on their wealth, as much 
as should suffice for the poor ones among 
them. And nothing distresses the poor, 
when they are hungry or naked, more than 
the neglectfulness of the rich who do not 
pay what is due from them (i.e., do not pay it 
in full). Beware! Allah Ta'ala will call such 
people to a stern account and punish them 
with the severest punishment for the 
neglect of their obligatory duty.” (Tabrani) 
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This Hadith means that Allah Abu Ubaydah 


Ta'ala has made it compulsory for . 

the rich Muslim to give as Zakaat_ radhiallahu anhu 
the precise fraction of their wealth ‘i sss * 

which, if fully paid according to said , “itis an 


the prescribed standards, would obligation of the 
suffice for the needs of the poor 3 


among the Muslims, so that no ONE who has food 
member of the community would to feed the 

starve or suffer from want of 

clothes. hu ng ry.” 

(Fiqh al Sunnah) 

It is related from Abu Saeed al 
Khudri radhiallahu anhu that the 
Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “He whose wealth exceeds 
his needs, let him support the one whose wealth does not. He whose 
food exceeds his needs, let him share it with him who does not have 
food.” (Figh al Sunnah) 


Ali radhiallahu anhu said, “Allah Ta'ala has placed a due upon the 
properties of the rich to meet the needs of the poor. Thus, if the poor 
go hungry or naked or struggle because of the neglect of the rich, then 
Allah will hold the rich accountable on the Day of Judgment and will 
punish them.” (Figh al Sunnah) 


Ibn Umar radhiallahu anhuma is reported to have said, “There is a due 
on your property other than Zakaat.” (Figh al Sunnah) 


It is related from Aishah, Hasan ibn Ali and Ibn Umar radhiallahu 
anhum that all of them replied to those who had asked them, “If you 
are asked for help in cases of blood money, heavy debt, or desperate 
poverty, then it is a must for you to give them from your wealth.” (Figh 
al Sunnah) 
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Ibn Hazm rahimahullah says, “It is enjoined upon the rich of every 
country to support their poor, and the ruler has the authority to force 
them to do so. This is called for when the prescribed Zakaat or the 
wealth of other Muslims is not enough to meet the needs of the poor. 
In that case, their food, and their clothing to protect them from the 
elements would be provided by the rich.” (Figh al Sunnah) 


Abdul Qadir Jailani rahimahullah said, “You lay claim to faith, yet you 
go to sleep while your neighbor is starving, and you have a lot to spare 
but you do not give him anything! Your wealth will soon be snatched 
from your hand. Your feast will be taken from your hand. You will be 
humiliated and impoverished, and this world, which is your beloved 
darling, will abandon you.” (Purification of the Mind) 
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Us 


GIVING MORE 
IN TOUGH 
TIMES 


10 


When times become constrained, the 
test is to continue looking out for those 
who are worse off and benefit them in 
evena small way. 


Abu Huraira radhiallahu anhu asked, 
“Prophet of Allah sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam, which charity is best?” The Prophet 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “One with 
little property to give. Begin with your 
dependents.” (Abu Dawood) 


“All created beings are the family 
(dependents) of Allah, and the most 
beloved of creation to Allah is the one who 
is good to His dependents.” (Baihagi) 


All creatures in this Hadith includes 
Muslims, non-Muslims, and animals. Islam 
teaches us to behave kindly towards all 
creatures to earn love from Allah Ta'ala. A 
woman was granted forgiveness by Allah 
Ta'ala for giving some water to a thirsty 
dog. Such are the rewards for showing 
kindness to animals. One can imagine how 
generous will be the reward for the good 
treatment and kindness shown to human 
beings, who are the best of creation. 


CR 
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O6 


CONCERN FOR 
OTHERS ISA 
SOCIETAL DUTY 


Wealth is a bridge that rescues us from 
destruction. How wrong are those who 
spend their live strengthening the 
bridge itself while ignoring its purpose. 
We should not give ourselves up for the 
sake of money, instead we should give up 
money for our sake. 


It is shameful that one should have enough 
to eat a full meal, while a neighbour of his 
remains hungry. He should eat less and give 
something to help the neighbour. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
remarked, “A man is not a (perfect) believer 
who fills his belly while his neighbour is 
hungry.” (Al Adab al Mufrad) 


How many a neighbour will be brought 
together with his neighbour on the day of 
Judgement. He will say, “Lord, this man 
closed his door to me and refused to show 
me common kindness.” (Al Adab al Mufrad) 


nn 
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O/ 


NOT TO TAKE 
UNFAIR 
ADVANTAGE OF 
DESPERATION 


12 


Taking advantage of a person’s 
desperate circumstances and pushing 
him deeper into misery is an act that is 
severely censured in Islam. 


Umar radhiallahu anhu narrates that the 
Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, 
“Whoever brings provisions (grains, etc.) 
from outside (for giving it to people 
cheaply) receives an increase in his 
livelihood from Allah Ta'ala, and the one 
who withholds such things is cursed.” (Ibn 
Majah) 


Abu al Samargandi rahimahullah has 
explained that some people buy provisions 
from other cities to sell to their people at a 
cheaper rate. For such people Allah Ta'ala 
provides an increase in their livelihood 
because they do so for people's benefits, 
who in turn pray for their welfare. The 
person who withholds things, is one who 
buys things with the intention of hoarding 
and thus harming people by keeping back 
provisions to increase their price, despite 
people's urgent requirements. He is cursed 
because of his greed, miserliness, and 
profiteering. 


Anyone who brings harm to the Muslims, 
and drives them into starvation, suffers a 
physical punishment. “Whoever hoards 
food away from the Muslims, Allah will 
afflict him with leprosy and poverty and 
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bankruptcy.” (Ibn Majah) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said that one who hoards some 
goods for forty days will not be able to perceive the fragrance of 
Paradise, whereas the fragrance of Paradise reaches up to a distance of 
five hundred year's journey. When even the fragrance of paradise is 
prohibited to a person, there is no question of his entering Heaven. 
(Mustadrak al Wasail) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said that the trader who 
hoards goods that people need is evil, “If prices fall, he is grieved and if 
prices rise, he is happy.” (Al Mujamal Kabir) 


nn 
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OS 


TRUE THANKS 


FOR WEALTH 


ABDUL QADIR 
JAILANI’S 
CHALLENGE TO 
THE RICH 


Abdul Qadir Jailani rahimahullah stated 
as part of his lectures that he delivered 
at his school in Baghdad, 


“O man of wealth! You must not think that 
offering thanks for your wealth is to merely 
say ‘Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds.' The real giving of thanks is 
comforting the poor by giving them some 
of what you have. You must pay to them the 
obligatory charity, then you must console 
them by giving them further as muchas you 
can. 


You will not earn anything without giving 
something. 


The believer knows that Allah Ta'ala sent 
the beggar to him so that He will give him 
from the favors that He has kept for him. He 
will find out that when he gives him, treats 
him with respect, and accepts to loan to 
Allah Ta'ala through him, Allah Ta'ala will 
reward him with something that is more 
and better than his gift, both in this world 
and in the hereafter. 


Woe to you! If you shut your doors in the 
faces of the poor, Allah Ta'ala will shut 
things up in your faces, and if you open your 
doors to them, Allah Ta'ala will open things 
for you. If you spend your wealth for the 
sake of Allah Ta'ala, He will replace it for 
you, and if you spend it for the sake of 
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creation, He will make you poor. Spend and do not be stingy, for 
generosity is from Allah Ta'ala and miserliness is from Satan. 


The believer gives and does not give a reminder of his favor but he 
rather offers thanks to Allah Ta'ala for enabling him to give charity. He 
believes that Allah Ta'ala is the Giver not himself. He believes that He 
is one with no partner, who takes from him and gives to others. He 
believes that it is He who gave him what he has and it is He who takes 
from him and gives to others. (Jilaal Khatir) 
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O9 


PROTECT YOUR 
WEALTH WITH 
CHARITY 


The survival instinct of man is to protect 
his income and wealth. Logic would seem 
to dictate that this means cutting out 
spending in charity. But the Divine 
system decrees otherwise. 


Hafiz Ibn Hajar rahimahullah says, “When 
property is hoarded, it brings ruin in its 
wake. Very often the property is ruined; 
sometimes the owner himself passes away, 
leaving behind everything, or he is ruined 
through leading a vicious life. On the 
contrary, those who spend (for a good 
cause) are blessed with increase in their 
property.” 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said 
at a time when people became alarmed at 
an eclipse, “So if you see (an eclipse), then 
call upon Allah and make the Takbeer and 
pray and give in charity.” (Bukhari) 


Ibn Mulaqgin rahimahullah said in his 
explanation of this Hadith, “In it is a proof 
of the recommendation of giving in charity 
upon seeing an eclipse. Similarly, it is 
desirable at the time of any fear to repel 
tribulations.” (Al ilaam bi Fawaaid Umdat al 
Ahkaam) 


Charity will help in securing one's wealth 
even beyond death. “Whoever gives much 
in charity, Allah Himself looks after his 


property after his death.” (Ihya) 
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TT ey H The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa 
Give charity sallam has said, “Hasten in giving 
ed rly in the charity, as a calamity cannot 
e iain [ 
morning because penetrate it.” (Tabarani) 
calamity can The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam said, “Protect your 
never overtake possessions by payment of Zakaat, 
it.” (Targhib) treat your sick by giving charity 


and face the waves of advancing 
calamities with supplications and 
crying to Allahin humility.” (Abu Dawood) 


This Hadith means that, as a man living in a fort is safe against attacks 
from all sides, similarly property becomes safe after Zakaat has been 
paid onit, like atreasure kept ina fortress. 


Once the Prophet sallallahu alaihin wa sallam was sitting at the 
Hateem of the Ka'bah when a man mentioned some people who had 
suffered a great loss because the sea waves had washed away their 
property. The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “Whenever any 
property is destroyed ina jungle or on the sea, it is because of the non- 
payment of Zakaat. So protect your property by payment of Zakaat, 
treat your patients with charity and avoid the calamities by making 
Dua to Allah, because Dua removes a calamity that has befallen and 
stops it if it is about to descend. When Allah Ta'ala wills the survival of 
a people or wills that they thrive, He grants them chastity and adorns 
them with the manly qualities of liberality and large-heartedness. And 
when He wills the annihilation of a community, they indulge in breach 
of trust.” (Kanz) 
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“Treat your anxieties and sorrows with charity. Through this Allah 
Ta'ala will mend your damages and help you against your enemies.” 
(Kanz) 


Many Hadith mention that charity drives away afflictions. We are 
assailed with instability from all sides and the remedy lies in giving 
more charity. In the prevailing conditions when one is likely to lose 
one's property suddenly, the best way to protect it is to give maximum 
charity. That portion given in charity will certainly be saved, and its 
blessing will drive away the coming misfortunes. 


A Hadith says, “Charity closes seventy doors towards evil,” while still 
another mentions that, “Charity increases one's lifespan, prevents an 
evil death, and Allah removes through it pride and arrogance.” (Al 
Mujam al Kabir) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “Charity appeases the 
anger of the Lord and wards off the agony of death.” (Tirmidhi) 


(ZR) 
Vv 


18 


BENEFITS OF CHARITY IN A CLIMATE OF FEAR AND INSECURITY 


10 


CHARITY WHEN 
ONE FEARS 
POVERTY 


19 


“Spend your wealth for the cause of 
Allah, and do not let your hands 
contribute to your own destruction.” 
(Noble Quran 1:195) 


Huthaifa radhiallahu anhu says that the 
command of not contributing to one's own 
destruction refers to giving up spending in 
charity for fear of becoming poor. Ibn 
Abbas radhiallahu anhuma says that to get 
killed in the path of Allah Ta'ala is not 
ruining oneself. True ruin lies in 
withholding spending in charity. 


Someone asked the Prophet sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam as to what charity got the 
most reward. He replied, “When at the time 
of giving Sadaqah you are in good health, 
you have greed for wealth, you fear to 
become poor and have a keen desire to 
become rich. That is the opportunity. 
(Bukhari) 
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1] 


PROTECTION 
FROM 
DISASTERS 


Charity provides an easy method to gain 
protection from calamities and 
disasters. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has 
said, “If people withhold Zakaat and refuse 
to pay it, Allah Ta'ala inflicts famine on 
them.” (Tabrani) 


Famine has become a global problem and 
numerous plans are being implemented to 
save mankind from a world famine, though 
most of these plans seem to produce little 
result. The fact is that, when Allah Ta'ala 
sends a calamity to punish men for their 
sins, no power on earth can prevent its 
onslaught. Allah Ta'ala has revealed to us 
the real sickness and told us about its 
proper treatment and cure. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has 
described how evil pursuits cause specific 
calamities and afflictions in this world. 
“When people do not pay Zakaat, rains are 
withheld from them.” (Targhib) 


When, among other things, the Muslim 
community looks upon Zakaat as a penalty 
(i.e., people pay Zakaat with a heavy heart, 
as though it is a penalty), then be prepared 
for violent windstorms, earthquakes, men 
being swallowed up by the earth, 
metamorphosis, stones being pelted from 
skies, and calamities following one another 
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in rapid succession like beads of a rosary falling one after the other 
when its string is cut. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has said, “Zakaat never mixes 
with any property without destroying it.” (Tareekh of Bukhari) 


If Zakaat is not paid out of a property on which it is due, it is mixed up 
with that property and causes its destruction. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has said, “Charity does not 
cause a decrease in wealth.” (Muslim) 
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12 


DIVINE 
CLOSENESS 
THROUGH 
CHARITY 


22 


Ultimately, whatever we do in this world 
should be designed to bring us closer to 
Allah Ta‘ala and enter Paradise. Charity 
is one of the tools to help us attain this 
goal. 


Abdul Aziz ibn Umair said, “Prayer brings 
you halfway down the path to the presence 
of Allah Ta'ala, fasting will take you to the 
entrance of His court, and charity puts you 
in His presence.” (Kitab Asrar al Zakaat) 


Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma has quoted 
the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam as 
saying that charity does not decrease one's 
wealth. When a person extends his hand to 
give charity, it passes into the sacred hand 
of Allah Ta'ala before that of the beggar, 
which means Divine acceptance of his 
charity. (Targhib) 


Jabir ibn Abdullah radhiallahu anhu 
reported that the Prophet sallallahu alaihi 
wa sallam said, “The most beloved food to 
Allah is that which is received by many 
hands.” (Shuab al Iman) 


Wy 
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CHARITY ISA 
PROOF OF 
FAITH 


The indication of giving charity being a 
proof of a person's Imaan (faith) is found 
in a hadith in which the Prophet 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “And 
charity is a clear proof.” (Muslim) 


Imam Nawawi rahimahullah explained that 
charity “is proof of the Imaan of the one 
who carries it out. The hypocrite is 
prevented from it due to his not believing in 
it. Thus, whoever gives in charity, the 
truthfulness of his faith can be verified by 
this.” (Sharh Saheeh Muslim) 


“Whoever pays the Zakaat on his property, 
willingly, every year will taste the 
sweetness of Imaan (faith).” (Abu Dawood) 


23 
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HELPING 
OTHERS IS 
WORSHIP 
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Charity isno mere mundane activity. It is 
an action elevated to the status of 
worship of Allah Ta’ala. 


A Hadith says, “Whoever fulfills his Muslim 
brother's need, it is as if he has worshipped 
Allah Ta'ala his entire life.” (Daylami) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has 
said, “Every good deed is charity and to 
encourage someone to a good deed brings 
the same reward for the encourager as a 
good deed done by himself. Allah Ta'ala 
loves the help given to people in adversity.” 
(Al Magaasid al Hasanah) 


Another Hadith reports the Prophet 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam as saying, “One 
whostrives to help the widows and the poor 
is like the one who fights in the way of 
Allah.” (Bukhari) 


When asked, “What is worship?” Khwaja 
Muinuddin Chisti rahimahullah responded, 
“To listen to the plight of the oppressed, to 
help the needy, and to fill the stomachs of 
the hungry. The man who does these three 
things may consider himself a friend of 
Allah Ta'ala. Firstly, he should have 
generosity like a river. Secondly, kindness 
like the sun. Thirdly, humility like the 
earth. The man who is blessed is the man 
whois generous.” 
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Al Saffarini reported that Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma said, “Three 
verses were revealed in connection with three others. One will not be 
accepted without its counterpart. The first of these is the verse, 
‘Establish prayer and give charity.' (Noble Quran 2:43) 


Whoever prays and does not give charity, his prayer is not accepted.” 
(Ghidha al Albab) 


Rafi ibn Khadij radhiallahu anhu reported that the Prophet sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam said, “One who works for charity in a just cause is like 
one who campaigns in the path of Allah until he returns home.” 


(Tirmidhi) 
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SPECIAL 
STATUS FOR 
CHARITY 
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Charity is a road that leads to a close and 
special status with Allah Ta’ala. 


Jabir radhiallahu anhu said that once the 
Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
addressed the people and said, “Establish a 
relationship with Allah Ta'ala by excessive 
Zikr (remembrance) and by secret and open 
charity in abundance. That would bring you 
ample provision and would bring you Allah 
Ta'ala's help and a compensation for your 
losses.” (Targhib) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “Zakaat is a (great and strong) bridge 
of Islam.” (Tabrani) 


Just as a strong bridge is a convenient 
means of going across to a place, so paying 
Zakaat is a short and easy way to attain to 
the reality of Islam or the easiest and surest 
means of attaining nearness to Allah Ta'ala. 
Another Hadith says that anyone helping 
an afflicted brother will be granted by Allah 
Ta'ala the power to stand firm on the Day 
when mountains will move from their 
places (i.e., on the day of reckoning). (Kanz) 


Shagigq Balkhi rahimahullah stated that he 
searched for a way to easily cross the Siraat 
(the bridge over Jahannam) and discovered 
it in fasting and charity. (Fadhail Salaah) 
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GENEROSITY IS 
A NOBLE 
QUALITY 


Generosity is aroad to piety. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam has 
said, “A generous person is close to Allah, 
close to Jannah (Paradise) and close to 
people, but far away from Jahannam (Hell), 
whereas a miser is far away from Allah, far 
from Jannah and far from people but he is 
close to Jahannam. An ignorant but 
generous person is certainly dearer to Allah 
than a pious miser.” (Tirmidhi) 


A person may be offering prayers in plenty 
and lengthy optional prayers, while 
another person does not offer many 
optional prayers but excels in generosity. 
As a result, he is more beloved to Allah 
Ta'ala. 


Ibn al Qayyim rahimahullah said, “There is 
a difference between being generous in 
charity and being wasteful: a generous 
person spends his charity in proper 
channels, whilst the wasteful person might 
spend extravagantly in places where it is 
not needed.” 
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THE DEVIL 
HATES A 
GENEROUS 
PERSON 


AN INCIDENT OF 


PROPHET YAHYA 
ALAIHIS SALAAM 


Generosity is a weapon against Satan. 


Imaam Ghazali rahimahullah has quoted 
that once, when Prophet Yahya alaihis 
salaam asked the devil to say who he loved 
most and who he hated the most, the devil 
replied that he most loved a Muslim who isa 
miser, and extremely hated an immoral but 
generous person. Yahya alaihis salaam 
wanted to know the reason for this. 


The devil explained that he had no anxiety 
for a miser, as his stinginess would be 
enough to take him to Hell, whereas an 
immoral person's generosity is a 
permanent worry for him as Allah Ta'ala 
may overlook all his sins due to his 
generosity. This means that, if at any time 
Allah Ta'ala is pleased with the generosity 
of the immoral person, Divine Compassion 
and Forgiveness may wash out all his sins. 
In that event, the devil's lifelong effort to 
make him a sinner will be worthless. 


(Fadhail Sadaqah) 
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GENEROSITY 
BREEDS 
PROSPERITY 
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Altruism, large heartedness, generosity 
and empathy are qualities that are 
praiseworthy in Islam. Nor do they go 
unrewarded. The returns are immense 
in this world already for the one who is 
generous. 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
would often say, “When Allah Ta'ala wills 
the subsistence of a people or wills that 
they thrive, He makes them chaste and 
innocent of sins and adorns them with 
liberality, large-heartedness and 
gentleness of disposition.” (Kanz) 


“May Allah Ta'ala grant mercy to people 
who used this life as if it was a loan; they 
gave it back to He who has entrusted it to 
them and went away with a light weight of 
responsibility.” (Hasan al Basrirahimahullah) 


The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “Two angels come down from the 
heavens every morning. One prays, 'O 
Allah, grant a return to him who spends', 
while the other prays, 'O Allah, destroy the 
wealth of him who withholds it.” (Bukhari) 


Abu Darda radhiallahu anhu has quoted the 
Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam as 
saying, “At sunrise, two angels, one on each 
side of the sun, make a proclamation, which 
is heard by everybody except Jinn and 
mankind, calling, '0 people, turn to your 
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Lord! The little which suffices for you is better than the abundance 
which make you neglectful towards Allah!' Similarly, at the time of 
sunset, two angels pray loudly from both sides of the sun, saying, 'O 
Allah, grant an early return to him who spends (for a good cause) and 
ruin the wealth of him who hoards it.” (Ahmad) 
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EXAMPLES OF 
A GENEROUS 
PERSON 
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Charity and generosity are much praised 
in Islam. The Hadith reinforces this with 
some examples: 


Abu Huraira radhiallahu anhu reported 
that the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “The example of the miser and the 
spender is that of two men wearing armour 
from their chests to their collars. As for the 
spender, he does not spend except the 
amour extends over his skin until it covers 
the tips of his hands and feet. As for the 
miser, he does not want to spend anything 
except that every ring of the armour 
contracts in its place; he tries to loosen it 
but to no use.” (Bukhari) 


Generosity is a tree in Jannah, states a 
Hadith. A generous person will catch hold 
of a branch of that tree and enter Jannah. 
Stinginess is a tree in Jahannam. The miser 
will catch hold of its branch, which will lead 


him into Jahannam. (Baihaqi) 
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When a person faces a climate of 
fear, insecurity and economic 
instability as much of South Africa 
is going through currently, it can 
lead to paranoia and irrational 
decisions. We try to secure our 
wealth and property with 
increasing desperation. 


One of the first good qualities that 
falls by the wayside is the act of 
spending in charity. In reality, this 
good deed actually helps to bring 
calm, security and economic 
stability. 


In this booklet we explore some of 
the ways that charity is the ideal 
safeguard against losing our 
fortunes. 
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